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1 I ntroduction

Phonological study of word-final consonants in Akan has not received adequate
attention in the literature. However, scholars of Akan phonology seem to be divided
on the number of consonants that occur in phonological representations of Akan
morphemes. Schachter & Fromkin (1968), for instance, have posited /j, h, w, p, b, f,
k, g, t, d, s/ as the consonantal constituents of the Akan systematic phonemes.
Dolphyne (1988), Abakah (1993) and others have identified the following sixteen
systematic consonantal phonemes /m, n, j, w, p, b, f, t, d, s, k, k%, g, g%, h, h*/,
while Abakah (in preparation) has also posited that fourteen consonantal segments
occur in phonological representations in Akan. Be that as it may, al the phonemic
consonants that various scholars posit for the Akan language occur at word-initial
and word-medial positions but not word-finally except for only four nonvowel
sonorants [m, n, r, w], which can occur at word-final position in phonetic
representations. In this paper, | discuss the distribution of the nonvowel sonorantsin
the three major dialects of Akan namely, Fante (Fa.), Asante (As.) and Akuapem
(AK.).

2 Distribution of Akan consonantal sonorants

It is important to restate that all consonantal sonorants that occur word-finally in
Akan occur at the lexical level of representation as penultimate segments, which
redundantly constitute the onset of the word-final -CV# syllable whose V is specified
as [+High] and, it can be either [CORONAL] or [DORSAL]. Their emergence at the
phonetic surface as word-final segments is invariably the direct result of the
delinking of the lexical postsonorant word-final [+High] vowel in question. | give
the phonological analysis of the four consonants shortly but before then let us study
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briefly Schachter & Fromkin’strue and word-final consonants in Akan.

21 Schachter & Fromkin’s (1968) wor d-final consonantsin Akan

Schachter & Fromkin (1968: 35) have labeled /p, b, d, 1, s, t, k, g/ as the ‘true’
consonants in Akan and argued that:

In dictionary matrices of Akan formatives, eight ‘true’ consonants (i.e.
segments which are [+Consonantal, -Vocalic]) are needed to distinguish
morphemes. All of these segments are redundantly [-Vocalic, -Low, -Nasal]

According to Schachter & Fromkin’'s (idem) definition of true consonants, all the
word-final consonants, which | have identified in Akan, /m, n, r, w/, are not true
consonants and therefore they do not occur in phonological representations. /m/
and /n/ are [+Consonantal, -Vocalic] but inasmuch as they also have [+Nasal]
specification in their feature matrix, they are not ‘true’ consonants. /r/ is
[+Consonantal] but it is also [+Vocalic] in the sense of Jakobsonian original
binary/distinctive feature theory, which Schachter & Fromkin (1968) used for their
analysis. Therefore /r/ is not a ‘true’ consonant. It is worth pointing out that in the
feature geometry theory (developed by Clements 1985, Sagey 1986, McCarthy
1988, Odden 1991, Clements and Hume 1995, Gussenhoven and Jacobs 1998 and
others), which addresses all the problems inherent in the distinctive feature theory,
/r] has no V-Place specification but C-Place [CORONAL] articulation. Hence, |
assume in this article that /r/ has no V-Place articulation feature but is preassociated
to C-Place [CORONAL] and is therefore redundantly an absolute [-Vocalic,
+Consonantal] segment. Consequently, | presume in this article that if Schachter &
Fromkin (1968) had done their work recently, during the era of feature geometry,
they would have classified /r/ as true consonant, at least in some other language,
evenif not in Akan. /w/ is[-Vocalic] aright but its quality of being [-Consonantal]
as well makes it an absolute candidate of non-true consonant. Therefore, on
Schachter & Fromkin's (idem) terms, /m, n, r, w/ cannot be posited as underlying
segments in Akan. They (idem: 52) accordingly derive all their word-final
consonants from their set of ‘true’ consonants as follows:

It may be noted that while SQSC2 (Sequence Structure Condition) has
constrained final non-vocalic segments of primary syllables to the set of stop
consonants, none of these consonants is left intact by the P-rules in this
position. Specificaly,

pl - [W], bl - [m]
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W~ [, id —  [n]

K - [7], g - [o]
In some cases subsequent P-rules may apply to ater these final non-vowels.

So, for Schachter & Fromkin (idem), it is their true consonants /p, t, k, b, d, g/ that
occur at word-final position in Akan in phonological representations. Since “the
glottal stop is not part of the consonant system of Akan” (Dolphyne 1988, Eshun
1993) | will not discussits distribution in this paper. However, | will look closely at
the phonological analysis of each of the four word-final consonants found in Akan in
turns.

3. Word-final /n/
L et us begin by studying the following data.

() UR Fante Akuapem Asante English
a sini s'in ' ST ‘not full, short’
b. dini d7in d'iy fodit ‘strong, hard, difficult’
C. punil p*in p™ln p*ud ‘to smoke a pot’
d. huns mon h%“0n h“G0 ‘to swell’
e fons ¥3n 31 Y30 ‘to be emaciated’
f. teyent teyen teyen teyel ‘to wait’
g. kani kan kan kar ‘to count’

Following Dolphyne (1965) and Schachter & Fromkin (1968) | analyzed a similar
data in Abakah (1978:29-30) and argued that in Akan, the final N of a CVN
structure has two realizations. In al the dialects one of theseredlizationsis abilabial
nasal [m] asin [dam] ‘madness’. The second realization of N is different in each of
the three magjor dialects. It isavelar nasal [g] in Akuapem but an alveolar nasal [n]
in Fante. In Asante, such syllables are pronounced with a glide towards nasalized
close back vowels [u] or [u] if the vowel in the structure is back. However, if the
syllable vocalism is non-back, there is a glide towards nasalized close front vowels
[i] or [1]. The choice between [u] or [u] and [i] or [1], respectively, is determined
by whether the preceding vowel is advanced or unadvanced.

Abakah (1978) is more descriptive than analytic. However, since then it isonly
Dolphyne (1988) who has studied word-final consonantsin Akan and her analysis of
the Asante output forms is quite different from the analysis in Dolphyne (1965),
which | have referred to above. Dolphyne (1988: 109) has argued that in Asante



50 Africa & Asia, No 5, 2005

Where the stem has CVn form, it is pronounced with a tongue movement from
the vowel sound towards a palatal nasal [n] or alabialized velar nasal [yw]
depending on whether the vowel isfront or back respectively. Thisfinal nasa
consonant position may not be reached where the vowel of the stem is a non-
high vowel, so that the stem may end in anasalized high vowel. !

The following are included in the examples she has given to illustrate her point.

(2 a kan:kan/kat ‘read’
b. din:din/dii ‘name’
C. sen:sgn/sel “how much’
d. ton:tog™ /30 ‘Al
e hun:honY/hioc  ‘swdl’
f.  bm:bin /bil ‘be cooked’

Though very plausible, we think that the motivation for this sort of analysis is
lacking in that throughout the Akan phonology, apart from Fante, [n] does not
undergo any process of palatalization in either Asante or Akuapem in the context
before of a palatal vowel. It is therefore counterintuitive to analyze the Asante
output formsin question as emerging as aresult of palatalization.

) UR Fante Akuapem/Asante English
a animu enim anim ‘face’
b. n1 ni ni ‘and’
C. onini onin onini ‘python’
d. temreterre +ni 2 terreterrent terreterrent ‘teacher’

It is equally counterintuitive to analyze the Asante output formsin (1c-d) above as
[pw]-final. | do not see the motivation for the backness and the roundness of the
final N in Dolphyne’s data in question. Dolphyne (idem) does not make it clear
whether the process of N-backness and roundness is perseverative or anticipatory.
Since her data does not contain back vowels following the N, | assume that
Dolphyne (idem) hastacitly referred to her process of N-backness and roundness as
being perseverative. If this assumption of mine were right then it would indeed be a
unigue process. Thisis because, so far any process of labialization that | have ever
encountered in Akan is anticipatory rather than perseverative. It is worth stating

1 Dolphyne’s (1988) use of <e> and «y> correspond to the IPA symbols <> and >,
respectively. | will usethe IPA symbolswhen using her examples.
2 Comprised of ‘to teach’ + a person/agentive-suffix.
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that this assumption is not right inasmuch as Dol phyne (p.c) analyzes any word-final
consonant in Akan as phonetic but a penult in phonological representations. In line
with my present analysis, | prefer Dolphyne’'s (1965) analysis of word-final
consonants in Akan to that of Dolphyne (1988) by reason of the fact that the
former is more elegant and illuminating.

31 Discussion

To begin with, Schachter & Fromkin (1968) have analyzed word-final consonantsin
Akan and in their analysis, they posit stop consonants at the lexical level of
representation as | have already noted in 82.1. Schachter & Fromkin (idem) argue
that:

At the systematic-phonemic level, morpheme-final non-vowels are restricted ...
to the six top consonants /p, t, k, b, d, g/

They argue further that phonological (P)-rules later apply to transform these stop

consonants into their respective/desirable word-final consonants. | reproduce some
of their P-rulesregarding syllbale-final consonants as (4):

4 a M) (Po3)

[] B []
0 ] [
[] +Nasal | / . []
0 [ ] +Voiced ] 0
[] []
E [+Voice [ | +Anterior E
[] -Nesd []
[+Consonanta] - [ - o O/—==
[] +Consonantal ]
0 <+Glottdic> | | <+Anterior> [
[] Nasdl []
[] — - [
[] E"'V ocaiic | | +Corond [
[] Nasd []
[] - []
[] []
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b. i) (P70)
[b] -~ [n]
o~ D)/ mggg# As-Fa
D
¢ Piv) (P71): [n(2)] VOCALIZATION
@ [7] - @/ [g] —##: As
+Vocdic +Vocdic
) [n] - oaBack / | aBack —##: AsS
BTense BTense

P(ii), for instance, changes syllable-final /b, d, g/ to [m, n, n] respectively. P(iii)
changes word-final [g] to [n] in Fante while P(iv) changes word-final [n] to a
nasalized high vowel in Asante. | agree with Schachter & Fromkin (idem) for giving
a common underlying segment for all the Akan dialects at the word-final position
but | differ in terms of the types of segment posited. If Akan had no underlying
nasal segments, then positing underlying /g/ would not present an embarrassing
problem within the framework of their analysis above. The above analysis of
Schachter & Fromkin's (1968) is hardly illuminating. It clearly proves further the
inability of the linear approach to capture phonological processes elegantly.

| wish to draw attention to the fact that Schachter & Fromkin’'s (idem)
derivation of all the surface nasal consonantsin Akan from oral voiced plosives as |
have noted above implies that all the C,’s of their underlying CVC stems are
redundantly [-Nasal]. | note that the vowels of two of Schachter & Fromkin's
(1968) underlying CVC examples are prelinked to the [-Nasal] autosegment yet
they have derived CVN at surface level. | present these examples as (5).

) Iseg/ - [sen]
Ipog=ko/ — [ponko]

It is very important to note that mid vowels in Akan are inherently [-Nasal]. See
Dolphyne (1965, 1988), Stewart (1962), Cahill (1985), Obeng (1987), Abakah
(1993, 2002, In preparation) and others for a detailed study of the prelinking of the
mid vowel in Akan to the [-Nasal] autosegment. Quite paradoxically Schachter &
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Fromkin (idem) are also of the view that in phonological representations, mid
vowels in Akan redundantly have [-Nasal] specification in their feature geometry.
Schachter & Fromkin (idem 32) have captured this fact in their Segment Structure
Condition (SgSC) 5which | quote hereas5'.

(5) SgSC 5 If: +Vocdic
-High
. -Low |
o l _
Then: . -Nasd |

Schachter & Fromkin (idem) explain the above Segment Structure Condition in
their own words as follows:

This condition states that the mid vowels /e, ¢, o, o/ areintrinsically non-nasal.
Phonetically, when they precede a nasal segment, the velum may lower during
the articulation of the vowel; phonologically, there are no morphemes which
are distinguished by contrasts between nasal and oral vowels of this sort.

It therefore comes as a big surprise that their derived outputs in (5) have nasal
consonants at either syllable or word-final position despite the fact that not even one
of the consonantal melodies contained in their underlying representationsin (5) can
be specified as[+Nasal]. I, really, am unable to fathom the justification for deriving
nasality from a consonant prespecified for the feature [-Nasal]. The fact is, thereis
no morpheme in Akan that is consonant-final at the systematic phonemic level and,
for this reason, any analysis that posits an underlying consonant as a morpheme-
final consonant starts on afaulty note.

In his study of word-final consonants in Akan, Eshun (1993) has also posited
/m/ and /n/ as the underlying consonantal segments. As regards the occurrence of
word-final /n/, lm/ and the nasalized high vowel, in Fante, Akuapem and Asante
respectively, Eshun (idem) posits /n/ as the underlying consonant for all the Akan
dialects. He then formulates P-rules to generate the Akuapem and the Asante
phonetic representations. He argues that strong motivation for deriving the Asante
final vowel from an underlying nasal consonant is provided by English loanwords
that are nasal-final. He presents the following data (idem:157) reproduced here as

©).
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6 i) Englishfina [m]

Fante Akuapem  Asante English
[faam] [faam] [faam] ‘farm’
[firm] [firm] [firm] “film’
[baam] [baam] [baam] ‘balm’
i)  English fina [n]
Fante Akuapem  Asante English
[p'en] [pén] [pET] ‘pen’
[p'in] [pin] [pii] ‘pin’
[maan] [man] [mai] ‘man’
jii) English final [1]
Fante Akuapem  Asante English
[Kiin] [Kin] [kii] ‘kin’
[paakin] [paakin] [paakii] ‘parking’
[tin] [tin] [t11] ‘thing’

Eshun (idem) summarizes the above data as follows:

 Inset (i), English word-fina [m] isreaized as[m)] across-the-board.

e Inset (ii), English word-final [n] isrealized as [n] in Fante, [g] in Akuapem
and anasalized vowel in Asante.

* Inset (iii), English word-final [g] isrealized as [n] in Fante, [y] in Akuapem
and a nasalized high vowel in Asante, showing the same distribution asin set

(i).

According to Eshun (idem), this provides a further argument against setting up /n/
as an additional underlying form in Akan because /n/ adequately represents the
whole lot. It also provides a strong motivation for analyzing the Asante word-final
vowels as alternations of underlying /n/. Moreover, it would also make for a more
elegant analysis not to set up different underlying representations for each of the
dialects but to derive the surface forms from one underlying representation in
support of the fact that these are dialects of one language.

Our only problem with Eshun’s (idem) analysis resides in the fact that he has
set up /n/ as an underlying word-final consonant and not as a penult. However, |
posit /n/ as an underlying penultimate consonant in Akan in spite of the fact that
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each diaect redlizesit (as an ultimate consonant) differently at the surfacelevel. This
Is clearly specified in our underlying formsin (1). Various dialect-specific rules then
apply to the underlying form to generate the various dialect-particular surface
forms. Looking at (1), for example, Fante and Akuapem delete the final [+High]
vowel whereas Asante retains it (the final high vowel). Asante on the other hand,
deletes the nasal consonant but Fante and Akuapem retain it but in diverse C-Place
articulation features, [CORONAL] in Fante, and [DORSAL] in Akuapem. |
summarize the various rules, which apply to the underlying representation to yield
the derived output in the various dialects in the derivational constituents of (7).

@) Fante Akuapem Asante
[-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] UR
f o n v f o n wvu f o n v
[Dorsal] [Dorsal] [Dorsal]
[-N]  [+N [-N]  [+N [-N]  [+N [+/-Nasal]
feature
) ) ] ] _ Spreading
f o n v f o n wvu f o n v
[Dorsal] [Dorsal] [Dorsal]
[Nl [+N] N[Nl [N] O[N] final high
vowel
N N ddlinking
f 2 n f o2 n f o n v (Fante,
Akuapem)
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[-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] deletion of
N N \ intervocalic
nasal
f o n f o n f o U consonant
(Asante)
[Dorsal] [Dorsdl] [Dorsal]
[-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] [+N]
leftward
- e A m
f o n f o n f o U
[Dorsal] [Dorsdl] [Dorsal]
[-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] floating
[+High]
/| /| S e
f o n f o n f o U Spreading
(Akuapem)
[Dorsal] [Dorsal] [Dorsdl]
[-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] [-N]  [+N] derived
A A /\ output
f o n f o n\ f o U
[Dorsal] [Dorsdl] [Dorsal]
[f3n] [f51] [f33]

From the set of rules captured by the above derivations, | realize that the vocalic
segments in all the three main dialects of Akan are unspecified for the [+/-Nasal]
feature. Thus the consonants spread their inherent [+/-Nasal] feature specification to
the following vowels. In Fante and Akuapem, the word-final vowel then delinks
from the [DORSAL] autosegment and floats accordingly. Next, the [+Nasal]
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autosegment spreads to the preceding [-Nasal] vowel in both Fante and Akuapem
to yield the phonetic stage in Fante. In Akuapem, the floating [DORSAL]
autosegment docks to the new word-final /n/, causing its place of articulation feature
to change from [CORONAL] to [DORSAL]. In Asante, after the consonantal
segments of the morpheme have spread their [-Nasal] feature rightwards to the
adjacent vowelsin (b), the intervocalic /n/ deletes asin (€) causing the oral /o/ and
the nasalized /G/ to occur contiguously. This sort of vowel sequence is unattested in
Akan like almost every known language in the world without the [+Nasal] vowel
spreading either anticipatorily or perseveratively to the adjacent [-Nasal] vowel.
Here, the [+Nasal] value of the word-final vowel spreads |leftwards to the preceding
[-Nasal] vowel to generate the derived output.

311 Exceptions

In the Akuapem and the Asante dial ects these rules are not consistently adhered to,
while Fante invariably applies them whenever the required conditions are satisfied.
Consider the following data.

B UR Fante Akuapem Asante English
a bont b™3n b™oni b™oni ‘sin/bad’
b. hond mdn hin his ‘to swell’
c. hong min hond hond ‘to dissolve
d. osund os0n osund osund ‘elephant’
e pimi p'in pmi pmi ‘to agree
f. temr tein temni teymie “drum’
g. mini m'in mini mini ‘to swallow’

In the above data, it is realized that Fante consistently applies the set of rules while
in the Akuapem and the Asante examples the first step of the set of rules, identified
above, constitutes the terminal stage. What makes the situation a bit complicated is,
there is no systematic way of non-applicability of the rulesin question. In (8a), for
instance, if the set of rules in question applied in Asante, a phonetic form, *[b3i],
which is nonexistent/unattested in the dialect would be generated. But there is no
argument to put forth in defence of the non-applicability of the rules in the
Akuapem counterpart, which is identical to the Asante form. The inconsistencies
associated with the Akuapem and Asante dialects are clearly exhibited by (8b) and
(8c) whereby both morphemes, having identical segmental and tone melodies, are
realized on the same tone melody yet one (8b) applies the rules while the other (8c)
does not. These apparent exceptions are not widespread in the dialects in question.
They are very minimal.
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4. Word-final /m/

Labial /m/ occurs at word-final positionin al the dialects of Akan asillustrated in the
following data:

9 UR Fante Akuapem Asante English
a adumu ad“Oom ad“om ad“om ‘grace’
b. kumu k™lim k™im k™im ‘to kill’
C. sumu sYom sYom sYom ‘to serve
d. tamu tam tam tam ‘to lift up something’
e timi tSim tim tim ‘e gudk (to the ground)
f. pmu p'im pim pim ‘to hit’

Like the case of /n/ above, Fante shows consistency while in Akuapem and Asante
there are few cases where the phonetic representations and the underlying
representations are identical because the high vowel which the nasal consonant
precedesis preserved in the output. The examplesin (10) illustrate this point.

(100 UR Fante Akuapem Asante English
a tumi t™im tYumi tYumi ‘power’
b. humi h“Om h“umi h“umi ‘breathe’
C. pamu pam pam pam ‘sew’

d. pamu pam pam/pamU  pam/pam  ‘chase
e nami namfi namfi namfi ‘God’

Comparison of (8b-d) with (10c-d) reveals that [h§5/hdnd] (Ak) and [hG5/hdnd]
(As.) ‘to swell/to dissolve’ behave phonologically the same as the Asante/Akuapem
[pam/pamd] ‘to sew/to chase’ examples. It isrealized that here, too, the Asante and
the Akuapem phonetic representations exhibit some inconsistency. Whereas the
word for ‘sew’ in Akuapem and Asante is/m/-final the one for ‘chase’ is either /ul/-
or /m/-final. The two forms are used interchangeably. Fante shows consistency in
the application of the set of phonological rules referred to above. However, there
are so far only two words, [nami] ‘God’, example (10e) and [kwami] ‘name of a
male’ to which the rule of post-sonorant final high vowel deletion rule does not
apply in Fante.
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5. Liquid /r~l/

Liquids[r] and [1], being free variants, occur word-finally in Fante only as examples
in (11) demonstrate. In the other dialects of Akan, either the whole lexical final
-CV# syllable of which [r] or [1] constitutes the C is either deleted or retained at the
surface level asillustrated by the examplesin data (11) and (12).

(11) UR Fante Akuapem Asante English
a firi fir firi/fri firi/fri ‘to geminate’
b. huru MUT h*ur*u/h*r™uv  h“ur*uv/h“r™v ‘wash’
C. duru d“ur d*ur*u/d*r*u  dVur*u/d“r™u  ‘heavy’
d. pir p'ir piri/pri pir/pri ‘struggle
€ SUru sVur sYorVu/s*rVu  sYurVuls™ru  ‘heavens
(12) UR Fante Akuapem Asante English
a ferr fer fer fer ‘be embarrassed’
b. teerr teer teeri/tee teeri/tee ‘to delay’
C. warl war wart/wa wart/wa ‘belong/tal’
d. dorr d%or d%ori/d™o d%ori/d™o ‘be fat’
e porr p“or pYori/p™o po*ri/p™o ‘bleach skin’
f. pori p*or p*ori p“ori ‘to snub’

In (11), [r], as an underlying penult, occurs intervocalically and the vowels between
which it occurs are necessarily specified as [+High]. In this scenario, Akuapem and
Asante either retain al the underlying segmental sounds at the phonetic surface or
the Pre-[r] high vowel is deleted. Akuapem and Asante speakers use these two
output forms interchangeably. In (12), the pre-[r] high vowels are nonhigh and for
this reason they do not meet the requirements for deletion. Thus, the Akuapem and
the Asante output forms either delete both the intervocalic [r] and the word-final
high vowel, that is, the entire final (CV) syllable of the word or retain the input form
at the output level. Here, too, not all words can have the final -CV# syllable deleted
in Asante and Akuapem as the examplesin (12) show. Fante consistently deletes the
final high vowel provided it is specified as[+High].

6. Word-Final /W/

Schachter & Fromkin (1968) derive the word-fina [w] from an underlying
morpheme-final [p] in Akuapem and Fante. They argue that in Asante however, a
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morpheme-final [w] “is replaced by a glottal stop by means of the following P-
rule” , here reproduced as (13):

(13) Px (P29): [w] - [?]/- +As Fa2

Schachter & Fromkin (idem) argue further that “this rule is responsible for such
dialect differences Ak-Fal [saw?]/As-Fa2 [sa?] ‘dance’, Ak-Fal [piw?]/As.Fa2
[pi?] ‘be thick’, Ak-Fal [dow?]/As-Fa2 [do?] ‘to cultivate’ " etc. 3 Schachter &
Fromkin’s (idem) analysis fails to capture the true state of affairs, which | present
shortly.

Eshun (1993) has also proposed /w/ as a word-final consonant for all the
dialects of Akan. He formulates the following rule, reproduced here as (14), which
deletes the word-final /w/ in the Asante forms at the output level.

(14) C

+High -  @/-#

+Cont
-Ant

Eshun’s (idem) analysis is preferable to that of Schachter & Fromkin; at least his
underlying form is not chaotically abstract and above all his*phonological rule and
representation bear a direct relation to surface linguistic form” (Hooper 1976: xii).
However, | have a problem with Eshun’s (idem) failure to derive the morpheme-
fina /w/ from an underlying CVwV form, which constitutes the natural underlying
form. It isthe natural underlying form because in Akan, when any unit of utterance
Is suffixed to a morpheme that ends in /w/ in phonetic representation, the underlying
form is retained at the phonetic stage. For example, /wu+hawu+mi/ ‘you
worry/trouble me' becomes [thawum] in Fante, [wuhawumi] in Akuapem and
[wuhami] in Asante. In these examples the fact that surface /w/ in Akan is
underlyingly a penult manifests itself in the Fante and the Akuapem phonetic
representations. Above all, the theoretical framework of linear phonology within
which Eshun (idem) carried out his analysisis incapable of capturing the processin
an elegant way.

| posit an underlying high vowel at the final positions in words that terminate
in /w/ at the phonetic surface in Akan. Thisfinal high vowel deletesin the course of

3 Schachter & Fromkin (1968) do not explain the varieties of Fante, which they refer to as Fa*

and F&?. However, it is transparently obvious that Fat and Fante? are synonymous with the Fante
sub-dialects Iguae and the Boka, respectively. For a classification of Fante dialects, see Abakah
(1998, 2002).
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derivation, leaving the /w/ as a word-final syllabic glide. Hence, there is no
underlying word-final consonant in Akan, contrary to Eshun’s (1993) and others
analyses. Like any other word-final consonantal sonorant in Akan, /w/ does not
occur word-finally in phonological representations but in phonetic representations
only.

(15 UR Fante Akuapem Asante English
a teewu tcew teew tee ‘hat’
b. fewu few few fe ‘beautiful’
C. tuwu tuw tuw tu ‘be proud/haughty’
d. siwu siw siw si ‘to pound’

It isdiscernible from (15) that the occurrence of /w/ at word-final positionin Akanis
essentially restricted to the Fante and Akuapem dialects. In regard to words in
which /w/ occurs at word-final position in phonetic representations, Asante deletes
the whole word-final -SV# syllable as the examplesin (15) illustrate, while Fante and
Akuapem delete only the underlying postsonorant word-final high vowel.

The above examples are representative of words that end in /w/ at the surface
level. The derivations in (16) capture the processes by which /w/ emerges at the
surface level in the various dialects of Akan.

(16) Fante/Akuapem Asante
o o o 0] UR
/N /N /NN
cC v C V cC v C V
o o Y Y deletion of final
AN AN ANAN
cC v C V cC v C V
T+ T
f € W U f € W U
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o deletion of word-

o
- A fina syllabic glide
(in Asante only)

f € _v;
o o Y derived output
/\ /\
C Vv C cC Vv
[few] [fe]

The above derivations make it evident that when the word-final high vowel deletes
in all the dialects of Akan Asante extends the deletion process to the resultant new
word-final segment. In other words, while the deletion process terminates on the
postsonorant final high vowel in Fante and Akuapem, Asante goes a step further to
apply a deletion rule to delink the resultant final /w/ from the CV-tier, thereby
deleting the entire word-final syllable. On the other hand, it is observed that /w/ does
occur word-finaly in afew wordsin Asante. The following illustrative examples are
the only words contained in (and extracted from) the corpus of our data in which
phonetic, word-final /w/, is attested in Asante. See aso Dolphyne (1988).

(17) a [teew] asinaphrasal verb [pa teew] ‘to apologize

b. [ohaw] ‘trouble’
c. [jaw] “Yaw (name)’
7. Conclusion

The discussion in this article has made it unambiguous that Akan has 4 consonants
that occur word finally, and that these consonants are all sonorants and not
obstruents as Schachter & Fromkin (1968) and some other scholars claim. | have
given adequate evidence to demonstrate in this article that each of the four word-
final sonorants in Akan occurs in phonological representations as a penult, and that
when a high vowel follows it, the high vowel deletes causing the penultimate
consonantal sonorant to appear at the phonetic surface as a word-final consonant. |
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have also established the fact that while the elision of post-sonorant word-final high
vowel applies obligatorily in Fante, regardless of the quality of the penultimate
consonantal sonorant, Akuapem puts the elision process in question on hold when
the sonorant in question is/r/. It is highly discernible from the discussion that Asante
does not often observe this elision process. As a result, it is only when the
consonantal sonorant penult is /m/ that the rule of post-sonorant final high vowel
deletion appliesin Asante.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONSAND SYMBOLS

a [+/-]
AKk. Akuapem, adialect of Akan
As. Asante, adialect of Akan

C Consonant

v A syllable that has the structure Consonant-V owel

CcvC A word that has the structure Consonant-V owel-Consonant
CVN A word with Consonant-Vowel-Nasal Consonant Structure
CVn A word with Consonant-Vowel-Alveolar nasal structure
CvwV A stem word with Consonant-V owel-w-Consonant Structure
Fa Fante, adialect of Akan

IPA International Phonetic Alphabet

N Nasal Consonant

[+N] [+Nasal] (Feature)

[-N] [-Nasal] (Feature)

P Phonologica Rule

P-Rule  Phonologicd Rule

SgSC Segment Structure Condition

SgSC Sequence Structure Condition

SV A syllable with (Consonantal) Sonorant-Vowel Structure
-SV# Word-fina syllable with nonvowel Sonorant-Vowel Structure
UR Underlying Representation

# Word boundary
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